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Situation of Childcare Assistance in Thailand

—Focus on Child Development Policies and Family Institution Development Policies—
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The purpose of this paper is to clarify the current situation of the childcare assistance
issues focusing on the Child Development Policies and Family Institution Development
Policies in Thailand, and to find out how policy-making bodies and implementers perceive
the child care assistance, using the information and data I collected from 2006 to the
beginning of 2009.

In 2007, the Ministry of Education established the guideline and standards for early
childhood education in collaboration with three related Ministries and other
organizations. This guideline places great importance on spreading the knowledge on
child-care as a way of assisting parents and other persons who raise children. Some other
child development programs also include the idea of childcare assistance issues especially
for working poor with children. In Family Institution Development Policies, a new
experimental program called “Family Development Center” is carried out by the local
government to improve the parent-child relationship and communication with the
support of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.

Both central and local governments regard the followings as most serious problems in
child-raising: abandoning children, leaving the care of children in the hand of their
relatives or other care givers, and the trends of consumerism. In order to solve these
problems, they put emphasis on providing parents the knowledge about childcare,
consciousness operation with the idea of “sufficient economy” as the king’s philosophy and
family moral in which they strengthen two ideas. The first idea is that parents should
take care of their children by themselves, and the other is that the family should be
complete being composed of father, mother, and children.

The government’s real purpose of assisting parents and other persons who raise
children, as well as the government’s vision on the parental needs and children’s
well-being expressed in these programs are still ambiguous. Further investigation of
these policies is required in the context of welfare socialization especially in rural areas.
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